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the provisions of the Act to any foreign country in which Her
Majesty has jurisdiction.1 If the deceased died domiciled in
England, probate or letters of administration may be resealed
in the High Court in Northern Ireland2 or in the Sheriff Court
at Edinburgh.3
(£) Beneficial distribution of movables
Presuming that the estate has been cleared of debts, the
next and final duty of the administrator is to distribute the
property among those to whom it beneficially belongs. These
persons vary according as the deceased dies testate or intestate.
(lylntestate succession.
^ The rule has been established for some two hundred years Lex do
that movable property in the case of intestacy is to be distributed c^
according to the law of the domicil of the intestate at the time
of his death.4 ThisTlaw determines the class of persons to take,
the relative proportions to which the distributees are entitled,
the right of representation, the rights of a surviving spouse, the
liability of a distributee for unpaid debts, and all analogous
questions.
The fate of movables situated in England and belonging to
an intestate who has left no relatives recognized as his succes-rights
sors by the law of his domicil has already been fully discussed.5
Summarily stated, the rule, which derives from the principle
that the authority of the lex domicilii is rigorously confined to
questions of succession, is this:
If, by the lex domictlii^ the movables pass to tiitfiscus or some other
body in the domicil by way of succession, English law gives effect to
this ruling;6 if, on the other hand, they are seized by some body in the
domicil as being res nullius^ they pass to the English Crown as bona
vacantia.7 In this latter case, there is no question of succession to be
referred to the lex domicilii.
1	(1913), 3&4Geo.V,c. 16.
2	Probate and Letters of Administration Act (Ireland), 1857, s. 94; Northern
Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1932, s. 2. English grants cannot be re-
sealed in Eire, nor is the reverse process possible.
3	Confirmation of Executors (Scotland) Act, 1858, s. 14.
4	Pipon v. Pifon (1744), Amb. 25; Westlake, ss. 59,120; Story, s. 481; Dicey,
p. 598.
5	Supra, pp. 57-59.
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2 All EJL 1666.

